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other hand, " we are conscious of the final aim, not of the means." Purposiveness is conceivable always only as " an analogon to reason " : in this sense the sentence which Treviranus rejected in the Biology with reference to Stahl is of value to him now, " Living beings and animated beings (Beseelt-sein) are the same."
He considers whether living bodies act and react upon each other without the intervention of the senses ; the regulative principle of the number of births and deaths and of sex, and somnambulism, support this view.
But by far the best illustration of the real essence of biological phenomena is instinct. Instinct, in bees for example, rests upon " productive imagination " ; it is comparable to dreaming ; it originates in an " obscure consciousness." And embryology may be conceived on the analogy of instinct; it is "as if the germ of the wheat dreamt of root, shoot and ear." Johannes Miiller, Schopenhauer and Hartmann advocated a similar conception of morphogenesis in later times.
And finally : " All living things have organisation, but organisation is the consequence of life. Life is a state that is alien to matter as such. As soon as life ceases, the elements of the body, which was animate before, become united by different laws than those prevailing in the former state." Biochemical analyses have therefore but little value. We may here recall Bichat's " anatomie cadaverique des fluides."
As for spontaneous generation, it now seems to Treviranus " at least unproved."